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Executive Summary

Connections for Classroonf§FC)is a competitive grant program joining

multiple state agencies around the common goal of ensuring Georgia schools and
classrooms have the higipeed bradband access required for digital and blended
learning. The prograrasmade more tha#i88 million in grant awardérom the
following two sources:

1 Bond funds appropriated to the Georgia Department of Education
(GaDOE)
1 State general funds appropriatedite OneGeorgia Authority at the

Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

Student Achievement (GOSA) manages the funds.

The program is part of a broader statewide effort to expand classroorspagh

broadband access inrespons&tov er nor Deal 6s Digit al Learn

recommendationgs s wel | as the GaDOEO6s efforts t
for Georgia students.

The effort complements the expansion of
(USG) PeachNet network to connegery Georgid.ocal EducationalAgency

(LEA) to its highspeed network. The partnership between USG and GaDOE

ensured that all district central offices have 100 megabits per second per school of
bandwidth as of July 2015. Connections for Classrooffiess schoolsthe

opportunity to increaseetwork infrastructure to effectively utilize the increased
bandwidth at the classroom level.

To align with the task force recommendations and prioritize funding, the grant
application and award criteria hapgoritized funding districts that will leverage

the technology to i mplement digital l ear ni
of control over the time,?! place, path, and

Table 1: CFC Summary by Round

Round | Amount Awarded | Participating LEAS Eligible Expenditures
1 $37 million 104 Network Infrastructure
2 $25.3 million 136 E-rate Category 2
3 $15.1 million 62 E-rate Category 2
4 $4.0 million 33 Digital Learning Devices
5 $7.2 million 60 E-Rate, Network, and Digitdlearning Deviceg

! Definition as outlined in the Digital Learning Task Force recommendations and:ddaph
Digital Learning Now! and the Florida Virtual Schobttps://gosa.georgia.gov/whdigital-

learning
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In 2014,CFC providedapproximately $37 million in funds for Local Education
Agencies (LEAS) to upgrade broadband infrastructure at the district, school, and
classroom levels. Round 1 reimbursements are ongoing.

In late 2014, the éderal Communications Commission (FG&fused $2 billion
into Category 2 of the federalate program to focus on building out schaoid

classroorrevel network infrastructure. With these changes, Georgia districts
became eligible for as much as $18#lion in Category Zunds over the next

five years.

Given this change, Rounds 2 andtfted
focus toexclusivelyprovidefunds for the
LEASGE-rate local matclnstead odirectly
funding infrastructureallowingschools to
leverage federal funds towards their
infrastructure needs alongside their grant
money. Round 2 fulll
matcho for all RoEWMS

1 grantsbut still had unfunded schetdvel

Over thefirst three rounds$77
million in statefunded grants
to 159 LEAs haenabled them
to receive $129 million in
federal ERate funds foschool
network infrastructure. This is
a total networknfrastructure
investment of $206 million

infrastructure needs. Approximately%3

million wasawarded to 136 LEAnabling LEASs to receive more than $90

million in E-rate funds

Round 3 applications opened to all LEAs with remainiagite Category 2
eligibility in summer 2015 and closed in October 2015. 62 LEAs applied.
GovernorDealannounced $15.fillion in Round 3 awards in 2016@vhich
enablel districts to receive 36.8million in E-rate funds

| ocal
for

Overall, the program hanabled many Georgia districts, state schools, and state
charter schools to make critical upgrades to theiwork infrastructurg
upgradeshat are critical for Ztcentury digital learningn total, over the last

two years, $77 milliomn statefunded grantso 159 LEAs haenabled them to

receive $129 million in federal-Rate funds foschool network ifrastructure.
This is a total networknfrastructure investment of $206 million

With the remaining & million in funds, the grant program shifted focus thoe
most recent rountb funding digital learning devices, such as laptops and tablets,
in rural, high-need districts that are poised to implement digital learning.-Fifty

eight districts applied fag11.9million in fall 2016 After applications were
scored by independent reviewers, 33 rural, fmghd school districts received $4

million in grants inDecember 2016.

As prior Connections for Classrooms rounds wound down in 2017%; grantees
did not spend akhwarded funds. As such, the program rescinded those funds to be
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used in another grant round since many other districts still had remaining kanetwor
and device needs. In summer 2017, GOSA surveyed school district technology
directors and charter school leaders to learn the most strategic focus for the next
round. The survey indicated a mixture of need across thé statee needed
increased investmeim network infrastructure, while others needed digital

learning devices. With that in mind, GOSA launched Round 5 in September 2017
thatallowed applicants to request funds for either network infrastructure or digital
devices. Rral, highneed districtsstate schools, and charter schowtse eligible

to apply (more details on eligib#itcriteria is available on p. 11

In January 2018, Governor Deal awarded $7.1 million to 60 applicants that scored
a 50 or higher on the rubric. Awardees include 5Zidtst two state charter

schools, and seven local charter schools. 74% of awards were for digital devices,
while the remaining 26% will be spent on network infrastructure. The full list of
awardees is available in Appendix B. The twelve remaining disthatslid not

receive funding have been provided the opportunity to revise and resubmit their
applications for rescoring in early 2018.

The followingannual report provideanoverview of 20¥ Connections for

Classroomgprogram activitiegor stakeholders across the state over the last four
years.
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Figure 1: Map of Connections for Classroom&ounds 13 Awardees
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Figure 3: Map of Round 5 Awardees
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Background and Prior Connections for Classroomd$Rounds

Digital Learning Task Force Recommendations

Connections for Classrooms (CFC) is part of a broader statewide effort to extend
high-speed broadband access to Georgia classrooms. In 2012, Governor Nathan
Deal recognized thgrowing need for statewide strategies that implemented high
quality digital learning in the state as a means to increase student achievement. As
a result, he formed the Digital Learning Task Force (DLTF) to examine the state

of digital learning and develagcommendations for areas of focus and
improvement. The task force met eight times from November 2012 to December
2013 and developed three braadegories of recommendatiomsfrastructure,

digital content and courses, and blended and competesaddarning.

Concerning infrastructure, the report recognized that schools must have the
necessary broadband and network infrastructure to support digital learning,
resulting inthe following two recommendations:

1 Recommendation lincrease statewide broadloboapacity to schools,
ensuring that Georgiads schools are abl
in classrooms.

1 Recommendation2] ncrease districtso ability to
wireless connectivity and device availability within schools,
allowing them to fullyieverage increased broadband capacity.

To meet Recommendation 1, the state focused on creatintPaN€etwork

through the expansion of the University Sy
backbone. Completed in July 2015 through a strategic partnershipebetves

University System of Georgia (USG) and the Georgia Department of Education

(GaDOE), the backbone expansion connects every Georgia Local Educational

Agency (LEA) in order to supply 10@egabits per secontMpps) of broadband

connectivity for each scol.

The expansion of PeachNet and the assurance of 100 Mbps for all schools

required further investments to ensure that the increased bandwidth could be fully

leveraged in Georgia classrooms, meeting Recommendation 2. To help alleviate

some of this burde in early 2014he GaDOE administered an initiabnd

funded $7 million grant program to school districts for equipment that would

connect the LEAG6s central of fice to the Pe
filtering). All LEAs that applied for fundhig received déiered allocatiorbased

upon the amount of bandwidth expected to be received through1Be K

Network.
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While the initial grant assisted LEAs in connecting to PeachNet, significant
network infrastructurgaps remainedt the district, schoognd classroom levels.

To address thse needs, Governor Deal proposed and the General Assembly
approved a $37 million appropriation in the Amended Fiscal Year (AFY) 2014
budget. These funds created a partnership between three state agaie@E,
theGovernorés Office of Sanditk®©neGeoJiahi evement
Authority. $14 million in bond funds were appropriated to the GaDOE, and $22.5
million in general funds were appropriated to the OneGeorgia Authority, which
were to be administered by GOSK spring 2014, the Connections for
Classrooms Grant Program, housed at GOSA, was formed to oversee the
competitive grant process aadminister thgprogram

Round 1 Summary

Announced in May 2014, Round 1 offered competitive granddl ©8eorgia local
education agencies (LEA®) upgradebroadband infrastructus@nd enhance

their abilifesto facilitate effective digital learning.EAs submitedan

application that consisted of educational and techomalponents. Higiscoring
applications clearly atulated detailed technical plans for infrastructure

upgrades, while also demonstrating a clear strategy to leverage digital learning to
provide students with some measure of control over the time, place, path, and/or
pace of their education to improve stad achievement.

Round 1primarily focused on purchasirand installingequipment needed to
ensure the increased bandwidth redatiassrooms (e.qg., firewalls, routers,
filters, cabling, portslocal area networkwvide area networkand wireless access
points). School needs were divided into tiers to determine eligibilihe CFC
grants funé@dinfrastructure at the Tier 1 (District), Tier 2 (School), and Tier 3
(Classroom) levels. These tiers are illustrated in the figure below.

Figure 4. Diagram of CFC Tiers

Education Technology Ecosystem

PeachNet
Statewide Education Backbone

Tier 1
School Districts
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146 LEAsO 143 districts, 2 state char schools, and 1 state schib@pplied for
more than $198 millionn October 2014Governor Deal announced awards to
104 LEAs(102 districts, 1 state charter school, and 1 state s¢hotzlng $37
million. All Tier 1 needs were fully funded, and Tier 2 funds were partially
funded on a sliding scale based on the application scheesiX highest scoring
LEAs (Thomas, Peach, Tattnall, Beill, Laurens, andeorgia School for the
Deal) received full funding for theifiers 1 to equest®ncetheir Tier 3 award
funds were combinedith expected Categor® E-rate fund4See the Erate
Overview box on p. For more details on how the local match is determined]
AppendixA includes a lisof final award amounts by grant round.

With the exception of the top six winners who receive@dte match funds, all
Round 1 projects were successfully closed out by June 30, GQI$A is

actively conducting site visits each month with Round 1 grandeessure that
the equipment and installation reimbursed are implemented as outlined in the
approved contrastIn total, $5.9 million of the original grantsvas not sperand
therefore has been rolled forward isttbsequerdward allocationgviany Raund

1 grantees received grants in later royndschare detailed in the following
sections.

Round 2 Summary

While Round 1 made significant progress, more than $160 million in
infrastructure needs from applicants remained unfuniiea. resultjn the
amendedrY2015 budgetGGovernor Deal proposed and the General Assembly
approved an atitional $30 million to the Or@eorgia Authority for additional
networkinvestment

Instead of directly funding infrastructure needsin Round [lthese fundsvere

devoted to Bsuring districts maximize federnalfrastructure funds through the

Feder al Communi cat i Brate Bagraywhishgiowdasd s ( FCC)
discounted rates for school internet access and telecommunication heeds.

2014, the FCC infused $2 billion in additional funds to focus on Category 2

services, which align with CFC Tiers 2 and 3, making federal funds available to

more districts than ithe past. LEAs that receive Categork-2ate funds must

fund a Al ocal matcho of the eagaedundsbef ore be
which creates a barrier for many distrif$®e the Erate Overview box op. 5

page for more details on how thedbenatch is determinedjs such, the goal of
CFCRound2wast o fund the Al ocal matcho of approv
and service$or remaining infrastructure needs from Round 1 applicants

2While Round 2 funds have been awarded, LEAs are still in the process of redendiny
confirmation from Erate. Once they receive approval, they submit required documents to GOSA
and request reimbursement.
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E-rate Overview

TheFederal Communication Commissiis ( FrCaCt) e EPr ogr am wa
Congress in 1996 and implemented by the Federal Communications Commission i
1997." The Universal Services Administrative Company (USAC) administers t
program to provide discounted services, such as internet access and broadband
infrastructure, to eligible schools and librariesiake funds are generated from
telecommunications service providers through the collection of a fee from consume
referredt o as a fAUniversal Serviceo fee o

The Erate program is divided into two separate categories of funding. Category 2
services (internal connections, managed internal broadband services and basic
maintenance of internal connectionsyalwith Tiers 2 and 3 in the CFC program.
Therefore, only Eate Category 2 eligible items, as determined by USAC, were app
for funding in Round 2 of CFC.

When the FCC infused $2 billion in additional funds to focus on Category 2 service
2014,it made all LEAs in the country eligible for $150 per student or a minimum of
$9, 200 per school, subject to each di
from the Erate program is determined based on the poverty level and urban/rusl st
of the school. It ranges from 8% percent (e.g. a rural school with a high percentage
students in poverty will receive a higher discount than an urban school with a lower
percentage of students in poverty). The remaining percentage after the tiscoun

considered the Al ocal match, 6 which t
example, a school with 1,000 students and an 80% discount rate is eligible for $154
1,000 or $150,000.00. Therkte program would provide $120,000 (80%), and thal log
match would be $30,000 (20%).

Example School
Unfunded Tier 2
and 3 Needs E-Rate Discount Local Match Fsgﬁirggy(ggﬂﬁ, Gr}]d
(Based on CFC (Determined by (Portion paid by aid throuah the £
Round 1 FCC) school) P 9
application) rate program)
$150,000.00 80% $30,000.00 $120,000.00

Round 2 funded he Al oc al m athatapptied foRound 4 grénts L E A s
but still hal unfunded schoeland classroortevel infrastructure need3iers 2

and 3).0n May 5, 2015, Govern@eal announce#25.4 million inRound 2

grant awardso 134 districts andwo state charter schoolBundscouldonly be

used for Erate Category 2 items in FY15 and/or FY 18dfe Funding Years or

for previous yars if the LEA hd a previous Priority 2 Eate funding

commitment for which it hdinot been able to provide its local match and the
equipment or services aligdwith the current CategoryPGrantees were only

31n conjunction with the Round 3 award announcements, GOSA announced that it will allow
Round 2 awards to be used for the FY17ake funding cycle.
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eligible to receive funds up to theiraximume | i glochl matclo for their
remaining needs.

Once award amounts were determined, LEANsmitteda Letter of Intent (LOI)
claiming their award amousand specifying the fate funding cycle(s) in which
funds would be used as well as the eated amourstto beused for each cycle
Once LEAs receive funding approval fronr&e,theyarerequired to send their
USAC Form 471 and Funding Commitment Decision Letidrich confirm both
the Erate federal funding and local match require8 of 136LEAs accepted
their Round 2 awards (132 districts and 1 state charter scAppkndixA
includes a list of final award amounts by grant round.

Round 3 Summary

In June 2015, GOSApened applicationiea Round 3 of the grargrogram to
provide roughly $8.2nillion in awards to Georgia LEAs with remainingréte
eligibility, which would enable districts to receive $14 to 18 million in federal E
rate fundsApplicants could rguest funding for the 2015, 201&nd 2017 ERate
funding cycles, with funding avaible through December 31, 2018.

Since USAC r e vratecappicatioris Famraitechhicliperdpective,
the Georgiagrant application was revised to focus primarily on digital learning
plans and requested only a higivel technical description d@ffrastructure. More
specifically, he application includithe following elements:

Brief description of network infrastructure plans

Digital learning implementatioplans

Alignment with state and district technology plaasd
Professionalearning plangor effective digital learning implementation

= =4 -8 9

As with Round 1, pplicantswere required taescribe howhe increased
connectivity wouldenable the.EA to implement digital learning, defined as
"learning facilitated by technology that gives students some element of control
over time, place, path and/or pace," to improve student outcomes.

Sixty-two LEAs applied for$15.2 million ingrants.Each applicatin was scored
by two independent reviewers with expertise in digital learning usingpebd
rubric. Any review with more than a tgmoint spread between reviewers resulted
in a third review, which was then averaged with the other two scores.

On Januaryl9, 2016, Governddeal announced $8.2 million in awards to 47
districts and 1 state school. Given the limited funds, only 9 of the 48 grantees
were fully funded. Wth this limitation in mind, Governddeal included an
additional$9.4 million in his AFY16budget during the 2016 legislative session,
which the General Assembly passed in the buddete the budget was signed,

THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF 5
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GovernorDeal announced an additional $6.9 million in Round 3 grants to fully
fund the Erate local match for all Round 3 applicants.

In sum, he combined $15.1 million in Round 3 furelsabledhe LEAS, which
include 60 districts, one state school, and one state charter school, to receive
$36.8 million in federal ERate funds, making the total investment of $51.9
million in school netwrk infrastructure.

Awardees followed the same process with Letters of Intent to reserve funding. As
before, GOSA enters into a contract with awardees once they receive and submit
E-rate funding confirmation{SAC Form 471 and Funding Commitment
DecisionLetten.

As with prior rounds, GOSAtaff conductnonitoring visitsto a number of
grantees each month to ensure that purchased equipment is in line with their
contracs.

As of December 1, 2017155LEAs in Round 1, 2, or 3 had submitted
documentationdr reimbursement ofate FY15 or FY16 Category 2 expenses,
andtwo havesubmitted documentation for reimbursement obte FY17
Category 2 expenseB03 awardees from Round 1, &@ardee$rom Round 2,
and 1lawardees from Roundtave closed out thegrants.

Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program

In the first three rounds of tf@onnections for Classrooms Grant Progr&n7
million in grantswere awarded to 159 LEAs for district and school network
upgrades. As a resulyl districts that applied for grant fundew have or will

soon havewireless internet access to their classrooms. However, many schools,
particularly those in rural and higteed areas, lack resources to purchase sufficient
devices to fully leverage the increased connectidhd enable students to
authentically participate in digital learnirig addition, the need for digital learning
devices has beeasvidentthroughout the gmt program. In the fall 2015 survey of
granteesB6% of respondentseported that future funding shoule® devoted to
student devices.

With this in mind, GOSA announced a new round of competitive grant fuiming
July 2016, the Digital Learning DevicauRal Grant Program. This round enable
rural, highneed districts that are poised to implement digital learning to purchase
laptops, tablets, or other mabitlevices used for instruction.

Due to limited funding, this rounichcluded competitive applicatio submission

and review process to determine awards. Strong applici@atdy describe how

this grant vill enable them to change instruction to implement digital learning,
specifically facilitating learning with technology that gives students some tontro
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over time, place, path, and/or pace. In addition, teyionstrate their need for

devices, outline their device selection/deployment/maintenance plans, and provide

assurance of network preparedness to support defakgbility for this round
was limted tothe 72 LEAsdetermined to be both rural and high need, using the
criteriaexplainedbelow.

1

T

Who was eligible for the Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program?

The three State Schools were also eligible. In addition, state charter schools that are loq
a Tier 1 County and have an attande zone in which all LEAs were eligible for the grant
were also eligible.

High-Need:LEAs located in one of 71 Tier 1 counties using the Georgia Departi
of Community Affairsdéd annual job ta
counties with the highest unemployment rate, lowest per capita income, and hig|
percentage of residenwhose incomes are below the poverty level in the state. In
addition to being districts with high student need, the economic conditions make
less likely that these districts are able to bridge the device gap with BYOD polici|
and local purchases. Faore information on the tierslick here

Rural: LEAs serving less than 25 students per square mile. These LEAs must s
proportionally more funds per pupil since they serve a more dispersed populatio
do not have the economies of scale of larger districts. In addition, students are 1
likely to spend longer times on buses and have more limited dual enroliment
opportunities, making digital learning more important.

CFC - Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program
e Eligible State/Charter Schools
[ Eligible LEAs

bl
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Eligible LEAs ould apply for up © $75 per student.hese funds we not
intended to purchase a $75 device per student. Rather, as a wholealthe tot
eligible funding amount should be usactording to the LEA plafor devices
that will best serve the students. All devices must be compliant with the minimum
standards for online testing through the Georgia Milestones Assessment System.

GOSA receivedpplications from 58 of 72 eligible LESAy the November 1,
2016 deadline, totalin§§11.9million in requested fund€xternal reviewers
scoredthe applications using a similar process as in prior grant rounds.

On December 21GovernorDeal announakthat33 rural, highneed districts

would be awarded nearly $4 millioa purchase laptops and tablets.

As of December 1, 20123 of 33awardees had submitted documentation for
reimbursement for digital devicesid closed out their grartEAs have until
December 31, 201® request reimbursement.

Summary of Expenditures to Date

As of December 201G onnections for Classrooms had granted just about $81
million across four grant rounds, not including a prior G&DTechnology Grant
in 2014 that provided another $7 million, as seen in Table 2. Of those funds,
$56,394,944.97 had been reimbursed, $#i150,122.06emained obligateth
Rounds 1 through 4. This table does not include Round 5 awards since they were
amounced in January 2018.

Table 2: Funding and Expenditures Across Grant Rounds

Original Award Reimbursed Rescinded Obligated
2014 DOE Tech Grants (bond{ $7,000,000.00 $6,649,439.97 $305,965.93 $44,594.10
Round 1 DOE (bonds) $14,000,000.00 $11,507,304.17 $2,455,855.44 $36,840.39
Round 1 GOSA $22,227,210.47 $16,291,975.84 $5,935,233.96 $0.00

Round 2

$25,761,675.95

$13,627,473.74

$3,833,020.33

$8,301,181.84

Round 3

$15,133,934.3]

$5,365,373.25

$5,010,235.38

$4,758,325.68

Round 4

$3,965,576.00

$2,953,377.99

$3,017.96

$1,009,180.06

Total

$88,088,396.77

$56,394,944.91

$17,543,329.00

$14,150,122.06

*Note that rescinded funds have been reallocated back into grant rounds dsettteye available. For
example, Rounds 4 and 5 were awarded completely with reallocated funds.

THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF
)‘}% STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT



Connections for Classroon2917Annual Report

As districts closeut their grantsany remaining umeent grant funds have been
rescinded from grantees for use in future grant ro(iRdsnd 3, 4, and b
Overall,as of December 20171%543,329 hadbeenrescinded from grantees.

$4.5 million of these rescinded fundsweafrom one district, DeKalb County.
Another 13 districts had between $250,@0@ $1 millionin rescissionswhich
represenainother $7 million of that totahppendix A includes a list of grantees
from the first four rounds with the amount awarded, reimbursed, remaining, and
rescinded as of December 2017.

In many cases, the rescinded funds wesenificant amountsf fundsthat
exceeded aRatdappgrdvedielgibléos thaEwere too small to facilitate
additional purchasing. Anotheommonreason for the rescinded funds wihst

the Round 2 awards were based upon Round 1 applications but, rather than
directly fundingequipment, required districts to apply for federdR&e funding

to access funds. Districts that did not apply feR&e or applied for less than
their eligibility had significant unspent funds.

THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF 9
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Round 5. Addressing Remaining Network and Device Needs

Overview

As prior Connections for Classroomsainals wound down, many grantees did not
spend all of awarded funds. As such, the program rescinded thoseduoeds

used in another grant round. To determine remaining need around the state,
GOSA surveyed sclob district technology directors and charter school leaders to
learn the most strategic focus for the next round. The survey indicated a mixture
of need across the stdtsome needed increased investment in network
infrastructure, while others needed diglearning devices.

In September 201GOSAannounced a new round G@bnnections for

Classrooms Grant Program funding. Rourfdcuses on enablingjigible

districts and schools to upgrade their digital networks or, if additional network
upgrades are noieeded in the next two years, puash additional digital devices.
Prior rounds focused on one or the ottAgplications were due on November 15,
2017.

Priorities
The grant program has three priority areas, listed below:

Priority 1: Local match fundindgor FY2018 ERate Category 2 school network
infrastructure costs

Priority 2: School or district network infrastructure up to $50 per studkgible
but for which our district/school no longer has remaining Category 2 eligibility
for the schools in itsgplication

Priority 3: Digital devices up to $50 per studemb be eligible, districts must
have utilized all Catgory 2 ERate eligibility or coulccommit in writing that no
E-Rate eligible network upgrades will be done over the next two years.

For Priorities 2 and 3hese funds are not intended to purchase a $50 device or
piece of equipment per student. Rather, as a whole, the total eligiblegund
amount derived from the $50/student should be used for network equipment or
digital devices that comphyith grant requirement arfeest serve the students.
Eligible Districts and Schools

As in theDigital Learning Device Rural Grant Prograthis roundtargeted rural
and high need districts (althougtith aslightly higher threshold, as seen in the
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table on the following page). In addition, the program allowed locally authorized
charter schools to apply directly for funding rather than only throughdrssfict.

Local charters, as well state special schools and state charter schools, competed
against each other. Districts competed with other districts.

Who was eligible for Round 5?
Eligible Districts

1 High-Need:District is located in a county that is in Tiers 1, 2, or 3 using the Geo
Department of Community Affairsd an
represent the counties with the highest unemployment rate, lowest per capita in
and highest peentage of residents whose incomes are below the poverty level if
state. In addition to being the counties with high student need, the economic
conditions make it less likely that these districts are able to bridge the device gal
BYOD policies andocal purchases. For more information on the tigisk here

9 Rural: LEAs serving less than 25 students per square mile. These LEAs must s
proportionally more funsl per pupil since they serve a more dispersed population
do not have the economies of scale of larger districts. In addition, students are 1
likely to spend longer times on buses and have more limited dual enrollment
opportunities, making digital #&ning more important.

Eligible Schools

Schools in the following categories are eligible to apply:
1 Locally authorized charter schoaisti nc | ude d i nRate hpplication,L H
1 State Charter Commission authorized charter schaots,
1 State special scols

Connections for Classrooms Round 5 Eligible Districts
State special schools, state charter schools, and locally authorized charter schools are also eligible to apply.
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Application and Scoring

As in past years, this round included a competitive application. Strong applicants
clearly describe how this grant will enable them to upgrade and improve their
digital networks to change instruction to implement digital learning, specifically
facilitating learning with technology that gives students some control over time,
place, path, and/or pace.dddition, they demonstratéheir need for network
equipment or devices, outline their equipment selection/deployment/maintenance
plans, and explain how this investment ties into their current network.

Each application was scored by two independent rearewith expertise in

digital learning using 400-point rubric. Any review with more than a tpoint
spread between reviewers resulted in a third review, which was then averaged
with the other two scores.

Retroactive Grant Awards

While most locally authorized charter schools either appliedfeate through

their district or did not apply at all, four local charter schagpiglied for ERate

funds directly to USAC in 2015, 2016, or 2017. These schools were not included
intheirada h or i z i n gRate applications; and they \&Eere also ineligible to
apply for previous CFC rounds that only allowed LEAs to apply. In addition, each
di strictdés unused CFC grant exceeded
a result, GOSA retractively awarded these schools a grant equivalent to their E
Rate local match. These schools are included in the table below.

Round 5 Local Charter School Retroactive Awards
Local Match
Requirement
Total E-Rate (Award
Charter School District Request Amount)
Hapeville Charter Schools Fulton $ 103,463.7¢ $ 18,258.32
KIPP Metro Atlanta Schools Fulton/Atlanta| $ 246,297.5: $ 43,464.2]
Academy for Classical Educatig Bibb $ 101,652.3t $ 17,938.6"1
The Main Street Academy Fulton $ 32,096.0C $ 8,024.0(
Total $ 483,509.67 $ 87,685.24

As with all awards for ERate local matches, the award is contingent upon USAC
approval o f-Ratetagplicatione.o ol s 6 E

Grant Awards

By the November 15 deadlin@] districts 8local charter schools3 state charter
schoolsandno state special sciols applied for a total ofés1 million of eligible
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requestsNearly 75% of the requests were for Priority Bigital Learning
Devices.

In January 2018, Governor Deal awarded $7.1 million to 60 applicants that scored
a 50 or higher on the rubric. Awardasslude 51 districts, two state charter

schools, and seven local charter schools. In terms of Priority areas, 74% of awards
were for Priority 3: Digital Devices, while the remaining 26% will be spent on
network infrastructure through Priorities 1 and'Be full list of awardees is

available in Appendix B.

Applicants that did not receive funding will be provided the opportunity to revise
and resubmit their applications for rescoring in early 2&E&h applicant will
receive their rubric scores aneviewer feedback tomprove their submission. It

will then be rescored by two different reviewers to determine if it exceeds an
average of 50. GOSA is holding this $1 million to allow for their resubmissions.
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Going Forward

Awardeesin Rounds 2 and &ust submit reimbursement requests by September
30, 2019 which allows for sufficient time to receive-Fate approval from the
federal governmenRound 4, which does not involve-Rate, has a deadline of
December 31, 2018 for reimbursamherequests. Finally, llareimbursement
requests for Round 5 are dogMarch31, 2@0.

Over the next two years, grantees will continue to request reimbursements for
approved expenditures as set out in the applicable guidelines for the round in which
funds were awardedn addition, GOSA will continue to conduct site visits to
ensure that impmentation aligns with the contralftmore funds become available
from previous rounds, GOSA will continue to reinvest in network equipment and
digital devices to facilitate digital
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Appendix A: Connections for Classroomgsrant Awards by LEA (Rounds 14)

Connections for Classrooms Annual Report

The table below includes all state funds awarded, reimbursed, remaining, and rescinded from grants as of Decembera2 @Raketiards
enabled by CFC grants are excludedscinded funds have been reallocated to éuguant rounds as they become availabhe table below also
includes GaDOE Technology Grants that predated Connections for Classrooms and use $7 million in FY14 bond funds.

AT;%?& TOE:/;TSIE‘I Reir-lr—g:rlse d Total Rescinded Total Remaining
601  Appling County Tech, 1,2 $166,485.00 $104,929.63 $17,670.00 $43,885.37
602  Atkinson County 1,3 $55,567.50 $50,448.36 $5,119.14 $0.00
761  Atlanta Public Schools Tech, 1,2 $2,749,050.73 $1,567,815.69 $522,983.21 $658,251.83
603  Bacon County Tech, 1,2,3 $89,851.00 $36,670.99 $53,179.99 $0.02
604  Baker County Tech $19,000.00 $12,405.90 $6,594.10 $0.00
605  Baldwin County Tech,1,2,4 $499,807.70 $270,037.48 $227,160.02 $2,610.20
606  Banks County Tech, 1,2 $496,299.66 $457,561.25 $38,738.41 $0.00
607  Barrow County Tech, 1,2,3 $1,237,288.79 $504,402.08 $89,404.86 $643,481.85
608  Bartow County 1,3 $303,768.60 $252,824.29 $17,456.87 $33,487.44
609  BenHill County Tech, 1,4 $269,485.56 $249,709.70 $0.00 $19,775.86
610  Berrien County Tech, 1,2,3,4 $308,753.38 $259,513.71 $35,501.07 $13,738.60
611  Bibb County Tech, 1,3 $746,569.00 $479,750.27 $40,138.76 $226,679.97]
612 Bleckley County Tech, 1,24 $191,179.66 $188,790.55 $1,527.50 $861.61
613  Brantley County Tech, 1,2 $221,035.65 $142,089.97 $0.00 $78,945.68
763 Bremen City 1,2 $324,006.13 $258,170.84 $1,545.60 $64,289.69
614  Brooks County Tech, 3 $65,642.50 $65,637.50 $0.00 $5.00
615  Bryan County Tech, 2 $470,750.00 $322,712.82 $0.00 $148,037.18
3 )%f STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 15






























